




















~sonsTorve CONSCiences and high courage. Walter

old gladiatorial combats, as feeling that “what was
needed was the heart that could make it impossible to
witness all this, and the future would be with the forces
which could beget this heart.” Our religion produced
that more sensitive conscience, and from it through the|
centuries there have come new insights—including our |
present-day awareness of the imminent evils of war and
national hatreds and poverty.

But it is not an easy thing to develop, and maintain,
a sensitive conscience. Our troubles come in part from
our own desires. As the Epistle of James puts it
“Evervone is begurlcd and allured by his own desire;
then Desire conceives and breeds Sin.”” And sin impairs
the tenderness of conscience.

Dean Wicks of Princeton University has written of
the official account of the sinking of the Titanic. The q
captain of the ship, which was on her maiden vovage,
was ambitious to set a record. He desired fame for
himself and his company. Five times the radio brought
warnings of ice ahead, but he kept the great ship on
her way at twenty-two knots, in a fog. Only twelve
miles away the steamship California was also in an ice
ficld. And just five minutes before the Titanic crashed,
the California’s radio operator took off his head-phones
and went to bed—because he was sleepy; vet he knew
of the dangers of that foggy night, in the midst of ice-
bergs. The California could have saved the hv f(all
of the passengers on the Titanic—if she had hear the
S.0.8. call. The captain’s desire for fame, and the
radio operator’s urgent desire for sleep, seemed innocent
enough; but they impaired the sailor’s high sense of .
responsibility for human Tives,
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